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ABOUT THIS E-BOOK Faro is probably the most modernist city in Southern 
Europe, it counts today about 500 existing buildings. You will 
discover with this tour 2 styles of Faro Modern architecture: 
South Modern and Art Deco. We have created tools to help 
you recognize the buildings and decipher wether it is South 
Modern style or Art Deco. 

Many step of the tour have a challenge for you! Generally a 
modernist detail that you have to hunt in the building. Could 
be an architecture detail or a shape. Let’s track them down! 
Just check black eye logo. Ready? So let’s play the game!

The buildings are unfortunately not in the best conservation 
conditions (sometimes almost abandoned) and the interest 
for Modern Architecture is new. So please be aware of that 
before you start. Anyway this hidden architecture gem is a 
real heritage we are proud to share with you! 

Faro has the best combination for a perfect selfie: A 
practically permanent sun (+ 300 days of sun/year) an 
excepcional light exposure even in winter and a spectacular 
architecture heritage. The buildings are unfortunately not 
always in the best conservation conditions, but we think this 
will make your Selfie even more charming and unique. And if 
the Selfie world is new for you, no worries, we have created 
for you a toolkit to help you take a perfect photo.

Please add the ashtag #faro_modernist to your selfie so that 
we can enjoy your shots too!

Thank you for downloading our 
e-book. This document aims to 
help you discover the Modern 
architecture heritage of Faro 
+ the most fun way: the Selfie 
Mode! The spots selected are 
mostly secret places and hidden 
gems located in non touristy 
areas. So this is a singular 
opportunity to explore the city 
as a local!

Please respect the home owners’ 
privacy and property. Don’t 
trespass onto private property 
just for a picture. If you notice 
any typos, address updates, 
new paint jobs please let us 
know at contact@themodernist.
pt Similarly, if you know of a 
building that should be included 
on this list, send us a note! We’d 
appreciate the help.

COPYRIGHT PROTECTION: 
This document is protected by 
Portuguese and international 
copyright laws. All rights are 
reserved. Reproduction and 
distribution of the document 
without written permission of the 
editor is prohibited.

Pictures rights ©2020 Cristovão 
de Oliveira. All rights reserved.

Thank you for doing this 

walking tour!

Special thanks to Ricardo 

Agarez and Gonçalo 

Vargas for sharing their 

knowledge with us!
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Where to find our Modernist Buildings selection?  Step of the Tour
Where to have a sweet architectural break?  Café & Snack

WALKING TOUR
MODERN ARCHITECTURE BUILDINGS

Faro has a large diversity of architectural 
heritage. Main of the City has been built 
between 1920 and 1980, those constructions 
are considered Modern Architecture. 
Among Modern Architecture, 2 styles are 
characteristics of Faro: Art Deco mostly 
in the south of the city and South Modern 
mostly in North East. Modern architecture 
buildings are not exclusive to the examples 
mentioned in this map, there are many more 
buildings worth exploring!

ONLINE MAP
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HOW TO RECOGNIZE A 
SOUTH MODERN BUILDING
WITH 6 TIPS

1. Made of rectangular, 
cylindrical and cubic shapes.
2. Massive use of concrete, steel 
and glass.
3. Flat roof often with canopee.
4. Geometric/colourful azulejos. 
White & cream facades.
5. Plants often integrated in the 
building structure.
6. Use of Breeze Blocks (also 
called Cobogó), and shapes 
to protect from the sun and 
increase shadow.

Faro, capital of Algarve is a coastal city with 
among the best beaches of Europe, great 
seafood and 300 days of sun a year. But 
Faro has also been the hotbed of the South 
Modern architecture movement, leaded by 
Manuel Gomes da Costa (1921-2016). The 
movement was an artistic and political way to 
contest the portuguese dictator Salazar  
(1932-1968) and defacto traditional 
portuguese architecture. 

Faro is probably the most modernist city 
in Southern Europe, it counts today about 
500 existing buildings. You may notice that 
South Modernism is singular because strongly 
adapted to Algarve weather: Flat roof due to 
few rain, Breeze Blocks to protect from sun 
& light, coloured Azulejos and Latinoamerica 
modern architecture influence.

1 3
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Manuel Gomes da Costa  
1921-2016
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1. Compact cubic massing with 
little decoration.
2. Made of rectangular or round 
shapes. Sometimes rounded 
corners.
3. Concrete painted in pastel 
colours.
4. Flat roof often surrounded by 
parapet walls with ornament.

5. Narrow windows, use of metal 
ornament. 
6. Geometrical & minimalist 
decoration: Horizontal or 
vertical streamless Bands, 
geometric panels (No azulejos/
tiles) Art Deco architecture is 
also part of Faro.

HOW TO RECOGNIZE  
AN ART DECO BUILDING 
WITH 6 TIPS

Art Deco is a style of Modernism, so there 
are several parallels. Builders used for 
example new industrial materials like stucco, 
concrete and stainless steel. 

Art Deco buidings have a strong vertical 
or horizontal emphasis, too. Many buildings 
had surface decorations above doors and 
windows done in low relief that combined 
geometric patterns and figures. Sometimes 
also with sculptural relief that you can see at 
the Tribunal of Faro.

Popular design elements in Art Deco 
included geometric shapes like the pyramid; 
the chevron, an inverted V shape connected 
to form zigzag lines; and lightning bolts. Art 
Deco also sometimes used stylized images 
from nature like waves, sunrises, and palm 
tree leaves. 

The most famous Art Deco Portuguese 
arquitects are Cassiano Branco, Pardal 
Monteiro, Cortinelli Telmo, Carlos Ramos, or 
Jorge Segurado.

1
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BONUS:  
THE ARCHITECTURE 
CHALLENGE

WHAT IS AN AZULEJO?
Azulejo is a form of glazed painted ceramic 
tilework. Inherent to Portuguese Architecture. 
Both used on the interior and exterior. 
Used as an ornamental. Azulejos is the most 
characteristic Portuguese expression to 
embellish and add value to buildings. 
Azulejos have always been used in Portuguese 
construction. While traditional azulejos are 
traditionally blue, dense and epic. Modernist 
azulejos are much more abstract, lighter 
and minimal. They sometimes just represent 
colourful geometrical shapes. And specific to 
a single building.

Many step of the tour have a challenge for 
you! Generally a detail of the Modernist 
touch that you have to hunt in the building. 
Could be an azulejo, a cobogó or a shape. 
Let’s track them down!  
Just check black eye logo 

WHAT IS A COBOGÓ?
The cobogó was invented in Recife by 3 
Brasilian Ingeniers to improve comfort of 
new constructions. Its name come from the 
combination of the first syllable of their last 
names: Amadeu Oliveira Coimbra, Ernest 
August Boeckmann et Antônio de Goes.
The Cobogó is an element of modern 
Brazilian architecture. Mostly made of 
concrete and brick. Very popular in 1950 
and 1960 construction. Used to protect from 
the strong tropical sun, the deep light, and 
to bring fresh air inside. Cobogó function 
is to break light, sun and creates artistic 
movements with the shadow. It is also used 
for its aesthetics and to get privacy. Also 
called Breeze Block or screen Block.



9THE MODERNIST ARCHITECTURE WALKING TOUR 

1st step of the Tour is not a 
modernist building. 

But it is even better: this 
place is the mother of the 
South Modern mouvement.

Café Aliança is one of the 
oldest café in town. One of 
the unique Parisian style Café 
of Faro. It is at the counter of 
this café that was secretly born 
South Modern movement. 
The leaders of the movement 
made of architects, city hall 
executives but also Church 
representants used to meet 
here almost every day from 
early 1950’s to create from zero 
Faro’s modern achitecture. 

Using Architecture as a 
contestation tool of the political 
system.

ALIANÇA 

Praça D. Francisco Gomes, 26

CASA VERDE

Rua D. Francisco Gomes, 6

BANKS’ BUILDING

Rua D. Francisco Gomes, 25

A CAFE TO START
Enter Aliança, enjoy the 
authentic atmosphere of the 
cafe and have a drink before 
you go! The place is also a great 
brewery, so you can also enjoy 
a good fresh beer with some 
snacks…

One of the oldest shops in 
town, built in 1920. It has always 
been this vintage fabric shop. 

An iconic Art Deco building 
of Faro. Enjoy the façade still 
in excellent conservation con-
ditions. The inside boutique 
is also quite intact. The mid 
century atmosphere is still to-
tally present. From the original 
construction materials, to the 
furniture, Casa Verde is pure 
Art Deco!

SUPPORT LOCAL SHOPS
A good way to support local 
business and to keep this place 
as it is is to shop there. How 
about buying an item as a 
souvenir? 

Built in late 1920’s, Novo Ban-
co and Millenium Banco are 2 
other iconic Art Deco buildings 
of old town. You can check 
here at Millenium bank, most 
of Art Deco characteristics: flat 
roof, rounded corner, narrow 
windows, a unique combination 
of horizontal and vertical lines 
and geometrical minimalist 
decoration. Novo Banco has a 
different line, but still 100% art 
deco style.
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ARCHITECTURE TIP
Windows is a good way to check 
differences between Art Deco 
and South Modernism. While 
Art deco have narrow windows, 
South Modern is a streamlined 
architecture with large banded 
openings and windows.

South Modern façade have 
smooth stone and azulejos 
surfaces when Art Deco is more 
pastel concrete.

ABOUT MANUEL GOMES 
COSTA ARCHITECT 
This building is from the last 
part of the arquitect career, at a 
moment he took distances with 
modernism standards and had 
some personal interpretations. 
Ex: he used aluminium in 
the facade which leaded 
to controverses among the 
movement and population. 

THE MODERNIST

Rua D. Francisco Gomes, 27

CHELSEA CAFÉ BUILDING

Rua 1 de Dezembro, 5

Was formerly the office of a 
regional shipping company. A 
good example of South Modern 
architecture.

The building has recently 
been totally restored but kept 
its whole modernist personal-
ity. From the roof top to the 
geometric azulejos integrated in 
the concrete facade. 

Modernist building made of 
concrete, Red & White azulejos 
with flat roof, geometric shapes.

Manuel Gomes da Costa 
(MGC) is one of the founders of 
South Modern Movement and 
probably the largest developper 
of the movement in Faro. He 
built about 400 buildings in his 
whole career. His footprint is 
everywhere in the city. 

FOOD TIP
Chelsea Ice creams are 
amazing, it is worth a stop!

Built in late 1974. Built in 1974.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa
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ABOUT MANUEL GOMES 
COSTA ARCHITECT 
One of the most recurrent 
shape of MGC buildings is the 
use of asymetric alignement 
rectangles. Find them out in the 
building!

ALL THE RIGHT SIDE  
OF THE STREET

Rua do Castilho

NOGUEIRA BUILDING

Rua de Santo António, 68

Several Modern Architects built 
this street and in the area along 
the 1960 decade.

Enjoy the singular personal-
ity of each building. Which one 
would you prefer? 

In what can each building 
be considered south modern? 
Check it out…

6 floors building made of shops 
at street level and offices in 
upper levels. This construction 
is an example of the new gener-
ation of large offices buildings 
spead accross europe and the 
USA in the 1960 and 1970’s. 

The use of pilotis visible at 
street level gives a South Amer-
ican touch. MGC created in 
the facade some decorative sun 
breaks in aluminium which was 
quite unusual at that time.

Alçado - Rua de Santo António

Built in 1966, South Modernist.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa 
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7 floors residencial building. 
You can enter the building till 
the hair salon level (floor 1) for 
a hair cut or just to enjoy the 
constructions details (stairs, 
lights, ironworks,…)! According 
to the architect the pillar solu-
tion on ground floor, gave the 
structure a “plastic expression 
that enhances its grandiosity”.

EDIFÍCIO SOL

Rua de Portugal, 2

MARGARIDA GELATARIA

Rua de Santo António, 95

Alçado - Rua de PortugalABOUT MANUEL GOMES 
COSTA ARCHITECT 
MGC used to create a singular 
signature on each building using 
a tailored made tile (azulejo). 
You can not find that azulejo 
anywhere else. They are just 
unique. The one used in this 
bulding are very artistics.

Café, snacks, ice cream stop.
Enjoy a break at this vintage 
café. At the ground floor of a 
modernist Building from MGC 
too.

The snack design is refresh-
ing and still looks 70’s. The 
greenmint countertop is cute. 
They serve drinks, snacks, 
dishes of the day and wonderful 
home made ice creams. Bom 
apetite!

Built in 1965, South Modernist. 
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa
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TRIBUNAL DE FARO

Avenida 5 de Outubro, 10

Massive Art Deco building. 
Part of the so called Estado 
Novo or Portugues Suave style. 
Influnced by Italian fascist style 
or soviet modernism. 

You can notice the differ-
ence with South Modern: No 
Cobogó, tiles or pilotis here!

ABOUT RAUL LIMA  
ARCHITECT
Arq. Raul Rodrigues is one of 
the first portuguese modernist. 
He built countless buildings 
accross Portugal, mostly of 3 
kinds: Tribunal, Cinemas and 
Prison.

He won in 1943 the prestig-
ious Portuguese architecture 
award «Prémio Valmor».

Tiny Art Deco townhouse; 
Perfect geometric shapes, 
Concrete light blue façade, 
horizontal and vertical 
steamless band decoration, 
Narrow windows. Original 
wood doors on ground floor. 
Unfortunately the original 
chequer-pattern that you can 
see in the Architect drawing 
have disappeared. 

ARCHITECTURE TIP
Several concepts have been 
introduced here such as an 
uninterrupted frame building, 
multilevel frames and cornices, 
a drawer-like central balcony, 
and a deeply excavated ground 
floor. Note that this building 
has no reference to Algarve 
traditions.

CASA BOTO

Rua Bernardo Passos, 24

Built in 1960, Art Deco.  
Arq. Raul Rodrigues Lima
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This building is more than 
a condo. It is a block of the 
avenue, a piece of the city. 
It is the largest Arquitect 
construction in his whole career 
and also one his last one before 
he died. Made of 3 elements. 
Offices in the central one and 
residencial in the 2 other. 

The terraces have an unsu-
sual shell shape filled with exot-
ic plants. 

The large grey pilotis and 
black and white geometric  
azulejos gives a latinamerican 
touch.

QUARTEIRÃO BRANCO 

Intersection Rua Alameda & Avenida 5 de Outubro

Alçado - Rua da Alameda

Alçado, Rua da Alameda

An Icon of Faro skyline. 
One of the largest Architect 
Construction in Faro after 
Quarteirao Branco. Originally a 
Multimodal building with family 
apartments, shops, a cinema, a 
garden and a shopping center. 
Tridente is an example of a 
serie of similar midcentury large 
buildings built accross Europe 
and the USA in the 1960’s and 
1970’s. At that time each city 
wanted its own. 

And Faro did it here!

EDIFÍCIO TRIDENTE

Avenida 5 de Outubro, 19

Built in 1979, South Modernist.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa

Perspectiva
MUST DO 
Enter the BPI Bank and enjoy 
its unique and original 1970’s 
atmosphere. The furniture, 
materials, design, are almost 
intact.

Built in 1987, South Modernist. 
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa
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An other Modernist Icon of 
Faro skyline. 

The blue tropical concrete 
façade and the endless cobogó 
(breezeblocks) wall gives a lat-
inamerican taste.

Building made for a wealthy 
emigrant from Venezuela back 
in Faro, who wanted to remind 
that south american country.

One of the city’s largest 
residencial building in the early 
1970’s.

GOOD TO KNOW
Compared to Sao Paulo and its 
approx. 165 000 portuguese 
comunity in 1950’s, Venezuela 
was a smaller spot. But a large 
one in terms of oportunities. 
With a significant Algarvian 
comunity. The country oil 
extraction boom revenues 
allowed large construction 
and infrastructure projects. 
That is how Venezuela became 
at avant-garde of modern 
architecture. And some 
emigrated Algarvians working in 
construction became pionners.

BLUE TROPICAL BUILDING

Avenida 5 de Outubro, 46

Art Deco Modernist tiny 
construction: Rounded corner, 
yellow pastel concrete, narrow 
window and horizontal band 
ornement. Was formerly a 
Police & trafic check point. 

GOOD TO KNOW
Was a few years ago used as 
a café. Unsued now. There is 
another similar one located at 
the entrance of the City also 
used in the past as a traffic 
check point (Praça Largo de 
Camões).

POLICE CHECK POINT

Largo Manuel Teixeira Guedes

Built in 1930, Art Deco.
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Family house with blue 
vertical lines. Arq. and writer 
Ricardo Agarez Said about 
this house it has «whitewashed 
vertical planes obeying the 
characteristics of Algarvian 
buildings, of simplicity and 
sobriety, and the predominance 
of white surfaces».

GOOD TO KNOW 
This House was ordered by 
Mr Afonso, emigrant from 
latinamerica returning his native 
city of Faro. Wanted a Modern 
architecture House for his 
family.

AFONSO HOUSE

Rua Reitor Teixeira Guedes, 65

The Arquitect created here 
an elegant and sobre villa. 
A conventional volume with 
singular characteristics such 
as trapezoidal / curved profile 
balconies, frames around 
openings, elaborate parapets.

GOOD TO KNOW 
Arq. Apolónia Correia has later 
been influenced in his projects 
by MGC. He for example 
started using skidded volumes, 
ceramic grids, or box-like 
loggias to enhance the street 
elevation.

PEREIRA HOUSE

Rua Reitor Teixeira Guedes, 26

Built in 1960, South Modernist.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa

Built in 1957, Art Deco.
Arq. Apolónia Correia
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Building ordered by Alfredo 
Gago Rosa, former wealthy 
emigrant from Venezuela. He 
wanted to invest in real estate 
and started with a special 
house for his family. A house 
with American vibes, tropical, 
inovative and different from 
what existed in Faro. MGC 
was only 34 years old and few 
experienced but he was chosen 
for this ambitious project. 
It became one of his iconic 
building in Faro.

GOOD TO KNOW
MGC (skills) and Gago (vision) 
combination was terrific. 
This house looks very aerian. 
Thanks to the use of pilotis that 
enhanced the elevation. But 
also the flat roof with oriented 
canope.

The building has a kind of 
second skin made of Cobogós 
and frames creating loggias, 
to protect the inside from the 
strong light and sun.

CASA GAGO

Rua Humberto Delgado, 17

Two simular buildings at the 
same street. You can notice 
the same conventional building 
volumes, with pared-down walls 
and well defined openings, 
as he used to do in former 
projects. But he added here 
more contemporan features 
such as Boxed Loggias, 
concrete canopies, slanted 
rooflines or even screen walls 
perforated with square shapes.

GOOD TO KNOW
Jorge de Oliveira and Manuel 
Gomes da Costa were two 
major Modernist architects, 
with at the beginning of their 
carrer two singular styles. But 
MGC soon started influencing 
Jorge Oliveira in his design. 
The contemporan touch of 
those two buildings are a good 
illustration of MGC influence 
(loggias, canopies, screen 
wals…)

CONTREIRAS,  
MENDONÇA &  
PEREIRA BUILDINGS

Praça Coronel Pires Viegas, 6-7, 11

Built in 1955, South Modernist.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa

Built in 1955 (Contreiras),  
1954 (Mendonça & Pereira),  
Art Deco. 
Arq. Jorge de Oliveira 
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FARO MARKET

Largo Francisco Sá Carneiro

Has unfortunately been 
restructured about 10 years 
ago and lost part of its Modern 
style. But there are at least 4 
other reasons to stop by:
· Stop for a snack or Café at 
vintage GAGO café;
· Enjoy the best organic Café of 
Faro at Lote 57;
· Have lunch at Palhaço bistro;
· Or enjoy fresh local products 
(pastries, ham, cheese, fruits…).

Area almost 100% South 
Modern. Built in 1950’s. 
Buildings still occupied and in 
good conditions. Obviously all 
the local modernist architects 
have been involved. Including 
MGC and Jorge de Oliveira. 
Most of buildings still have the 
original doors, check those out!

GOOD TO KNOW
Those streets are part of the 
ambicious 1945 development 
town plan of Faro directed by 
architect Joao Aguiar. Streets 
made of residential area with a 
predominance of green spaces 
and Economic family houses, 
which are good examples of the 
South Modern Movement.

SOUTH MODERN 
RESIDENCIAL AREA

Rua dos Bombeiros Portugueses, Rua Emiliano Costa,  
Rua Ataíde de Oliveira, Rua Jeronimo Osório, 
Rua José Joaquim de Moura
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Manuel Gomes da Costa 
(MGC) created the concept of 
Patio Town Houses — CORREIA 
Houses.

4 economic town houses 
have been built at #12 to 28 
made of 2 apartments each, 
with independant entrance 
from the street level and private 
or semi-private patios. A never 
seen before balance of comfort 
design and price offered to 
modest working classes.

That model of independant 
town house with patio became 
one of MGC housing trademark 
that he started spreading out 
accross Faro and the Algarve.

GOOD TO KNOW
This project established new 
standards for MGC future 
constructions: Large rendered 
surfaces stamped with reliefs 
or openings, opaque parapets, 
harmonious distribution 
of surfaces and openings 
combined with colours and 
scren walls in order to break 
the density of the buidling.

In drawing: Semi Private 
Patio/Private patio/Opaque par-
apets scren walls/Independant 
access/Harmonious repetition 
of aligned openings

PATIO TOWN HOUSES

Rua José Joaquim de Moura 2, 12-28

The Architect house, has 
been renovated and a bit 
transformed from its original 
design. Anyway we can 
still notice its serenity and 
minimalism. As Ricardo Agarez 
said, “He wanted here to mix 
the peace of a japonese garden 
and a minimalism inspired of 
Mies Van der Rohe (famous 
Amercian Modern Architect). 
The house is a combination of 
vertical and horizontal lines and 
shapes in different texture.”— 
wood, concrete, iron, azulejos.

GOOD TO KNOW
The house is made of 2 main 
volumes since MGC wanted 
a clear separation between 
Family and work. So there is a 
Residencial module with 2 levels 
and an Office module with 2 
levels.

MGC ATELIER & HOUSE

Rua Reitor Teixeira Guedes, 42-44

Plant and main elevation.
1. Private patio; 2. Semi private 
patio; 3. Independent access; 
4. Opaque parapets; 5. Screen 
walls; 6. Harmonious repetition 
of aligned openings

Manuel Gomes da Costa: o Arquitecto e a obra 

Filipa Simões Alves   74 
  

building module, can be placed either closer to the centre of the house or at the rear, 

open to the backyard”62 (Agarez, 2016a, p. 311,313). As Casas Correia e os conjuntos 

adjacentes – todos por encomenda de Apolónia Correia –, de acordo com o mesmo 

autor, mostram a evolução do léxico do arquitecto: 

“[...] the predominance of large rendered surfaces stamped with reliefs or openings, the 
preference for opaque parapets, the repetition of external stairs as motif in the slabs, as 
permanent awnings protecting the “outside extension” of the apartment, were all then 
becoming distinctive features in Costa's work.”63 (Agarez, 2016a, p. 313) 

 
Ilustração 40 – Planta e alçado principal das Casas Correia (1961) na Rua José Joaquim de Moura 12-28, Faro. ([Adaptado a partir de:] 
Agarez, 2016a, p. 312). 

                                            
62 A disposição é distribuída por dois andares, onde os compartimentos estão dispostos em torno de um 
pátio que, dependendo da largura do módulo de construção, pode ser colocado mais perto do centro da 
casa ou na parte traseira, aberto para o quintal. (Tradução nossa) 
63 [...] a predominância de grandes superfícies repletas com relevos e aberturas, a preferência por 
parapeitos opacos, a repetição de escadas exteriores como elementos intrínsecos às lajes, como toldos 
que protegiam a “extensão externa” do apartamento, começavam a tornar-se características distintas do 
trabalho de Costa. (Tradução nossa) 

2

3

4
5 6

1

Built in 1961.
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa 

Built in 1966. 
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa  
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Social housings for public 
workers. Casa Santa Zita is 3 
floors pink and white building; 
Casa dos magistrados (in the 
other corner of the Praçeta) is 3 
floors blue and white building.

First modernist projects 
ordered by Faro Municipality. 
To be used by public Justice 
workers. A confirmation of the 
modernism positioning of local 
authorities. They wanted Mo-
dernism, but sober, simple and 
functional.

GOOD TO KNOW 
Mr. Alberto Pessanha Viegas (in 
charge of public works at Faro 
Municipality DUF) between 
1949 and 1963 helped MGC 
to be accepted as a referent 
architect. He convinced the 
municipality to finance several 
of his projects. Starting with 
Casa Santa Zita and Casa de 
Magistrados. Dr. Brito de Mana 
in charge of public health and 
childhood at Municipality and 
D. Frei Francisco (Faro Bishop) 
were also MGC allies into 
Modernism conversion of the 
city.

The architect built about half 
of the street during a decade. 
Check the numbers 15, 13, 37 
or 57. 

Originally the Villas and 
buildings had flat roofs as in 
Modernism principles. But as 
the city hall refused he decided 
to do a 4 slopes roof instead.

GOOD TO KNOW 
Those buidlings were ordered 
essencially by Algarvian 
emigrants who left the region in 
1920’s to Latinamerica, became 
wealthy and returned to Faro. 
Wanted to express their success 
and avant-garde through 
modernism consutructions. 
Mr. Pinheiro Brandão who had 
a house at number 13 is an 
example. 

Modernism in Faro suc-
ceded also thanks to the non 
architect emigrants who wanted 
to push the city into the 20th 
century avant-garde.

LUXURY VILLAS  
AND RESIDENCES

Rua de Berlim, 13, 15, 37, 57

SOCIAL HOUSINGS 

Praçeta Eng. Duarte Pacheco

Alçado Sudoeste

Built in 1957 (Casa Santa Zita), 
1960 (Casa dos Magistrados).
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa

Built in 1959, 1969. 
Arq. Manuel Gomes da Costa
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The most Southamerican ave-
nue. 

HABITAÇÃO COLECTIVA
Arq. M. Gomes da Costa,  
1957-1969 
2 facing buildings with similar 
design. Le Corbusier and Oscar 
Niemeyer influence. Build-
ings ordered by M. Pinheiro 
Brandão, MGC best client. 
Former Venezuela emigrant.
Av. 5 Outubro, 204.

CAFÉ A ROTUNDA 
Arq. M Gomes da Costa, 1957  
Have a break in this vintage 
snack. Av. 5 Outubro, 79.

GREEN TROPICAL
Light green concrete, white 
cobogó, plants, flat roof and 
geometric shapes
Av. 5 Outubro, 69.

SOARES Building
Arq. J. de Oliveira, 1954 
Quite abandoned. Flat roof 
with canopee, cobogó, plants, 
concrete & steel. Reminds 
Franck Lloyd style (American 
Modernist arquitect).  
Av. 5 Outubro, 50.

AVENIDA 5 OUTUBRO

Avenida 5 de Outubro, 50, 69, 79, 204

Green oasis in Faro. Not a 
modernist place, but worths a 
break.

This park is the largest and 
oldest of Faro, it counts several 
centenar species of trees, a 
comunity of peacocks, a picnic 
area, several cafés with terrace.

You can also enjoy the moor-
ish architecture style of the 
Library located at the extremity 
of the parc (which was formerly 
the city slaughterhouse) 

Or have a break at the Li-
brary café. 

JARDIM DA ALAMEDA

Alameda João de Deus

GOOD TO KNOW 
This avenue has been mostly built between 1930 and 1970 by 
private Algarvian investors returning from overseas. Builders who 
developped Sao Paulo in the building boom of the 1950’s (consid-
ered Chicago of South America), important traders prospering in 
Venezuela or Argentina. All of them had the same vision for Faro: 
To build a modern architecture city with Latinamerican roots. With 
the assistance of Modern Algarvian Architects, that they wanted to 
educate to Latinamerican modern design. 

Built in 1957-1969, 1957, 1954.
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Explore those 4 streets, 
of Faro ART DECO area.
Built between 1920’s 
and 1930’s. Mostly made 
of town houses.

ART DECO AREA

Rua Reis Damasco 
Rua Dona Teresa Ramalho
Rua Dr. Perreira Sousa
Rua Caçadores Quatro

CHOCOLATES DE BEATRIZ
Mandatory break here!
Best chocolates of town. You 
can sit and have a café or hot 
chocolate. Rua Veríssimo da 
Almeida, 5.
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Insta Spots  Could be doors, walls, azulejos, cobogós, street art… 

WHERE ARE THE INSTA SPOTS?

ONLINE MAP

Faro architectural heritage is very diverse. 
Anyway a large part of the City has been built 
between 1920 and 1980. Those constructions 
are considered Modern Architecture.

Among Modern Architecture, we can find  
2 main styles in Faro: 
Art Deco mostly in the south of the city. 
South Modern mostly in North East. 
Modern architecture buildings are not 
exclusive to the examples mentioned in this 
map, there are many more buildings worth 
exploring!

South Modern

Art Deco
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FOR A GREAT INSTA PICTURE
WITH 6 TIPS

1. Portrait mode instead of landscape.  
And no zoom.
2. Be always straight even if you are in a 
weird position. Just turn yourself into a 
human perpendicular tripod!
3. Be symmetric with the main line(s): 
identify one or two main lines and be 
aligned with it.
4. Find where is the beauty? Can be 
in a detail, a situation, a movement, a 
combination of light and shadow, a vibrant 
color or contrast… that will make all the 
difference.
5. Find the good moment: a photo is perfect 
when the sun is behind you, to have the best 
light exposure and avoid shadows. 
Avoid mid day photo.
6. Edit your photo.

Please tag 
#faro_modernist 
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Built in 1960’s for working 
middle class. This South 
Mordern architecture building 
is made of geometric lines, 
concrete, pastel rose painting. 
And white cobogós to protect 
balconies from the sun.

ABOUT COBOGÓ
Cobogó is an element of 
modern architecture. Mostly 
made of concrete and brick. 
Very popular in 1950’s and 60’s. 
Used to protect from the strong 
tropical sun, the deep light, and 
to bring fresh air inside. Used 
for its aesthetics and to get 
privacy. Also called Breeze 
Block or Screen Block.

Art Deco house built 
approximately in the 1930’s
In perfect conditions due to a 
recent renovation.
Most of the original assets have 
been kept, from the amazing 
azulejos, to the light blue wood 
door, the interior shutters and 
the platibandas. (painted here 
in grey & white) 

ABOUT PLATIBANDA
Platibanda is an architecture 
item mostly used between 
1910’s and 1950’s in Art Deco 
buildings. 

Platibanda is the parapet 
wall hiding the roof of a house. 
Decorated with geometric 
ornament to enhance the 
house. Very popular in the 
Algarve and Latinamerica 
Colonial buildings.

INFINITE COBOGÓ
insta #1

Rua Miguel Bombarda, 27

BLUE FLOWERS
insta #2

Rua da Barqueta, 30
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Seems an abandoned building, 
but some people are still living 
there.

ABOUT STREET ART IN FARO
Street art is popular in Faro. 
Some local recognized artists 
like #onzetatooatelier have 
been associated to the main 
festivals in town such as F 
Festival, Rooftop festival, Baixa 
Street Fest…

They create for the city 
some temporary street art that 
matches pretty well boheme 
spirit of the cty!

Modernist 1970 building from 
Architect Manuel Gomes da 
Costa.

ARCHITECTURE TIP
How to recognize a modernist 
building? Please check page 4.

STREET ART
insta #3

Rua de Sao Pedro, 6

OLIVES
insta #4

Rua do Alportel, 5
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A modernist small townhouse 
from an unknown architect. 
Built in 1970’s. Was formerly a 
traditional local shop. Made of 
iconic seventies azulejos. 

PHOTO TIP
The next door townhouse, 
built in early 1980’s creates 
a bizare wall scenary…, so 
instagrammable!

Traditional portuguese 
arquitecture. Ground floor 
wall is painted in yellow 
pastel and decorated with 
traditional azulejos. Actually 
an authentique local Bakery, 
open from midnight to noon, 
all night long. Everyday except 
Sunday. Have a break! enjoy a 
café+pastry at the mini bar.

ABOUT TRADITIONAL 
AZULEJOS
Traditional azulejos are 
mostly blue. (blue = azul in 
portuguese, that is where the 
name is from) 
They often represent daily life 
scenes or like here, geometric 
complex & heavy shapes. 
Azulejos are a heritage from 
Moorish presence in the 
Algarve, their shapes reminds 
arabic traditional art.

CRAZY ORANGE
insta #5

Rua do Alportel, 15-17

YELLOW BAKERY
insta #6

Rua do Alportel, 34
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Typical Art Deco townhouse. 
Built in 1930’s. Oversized green 
door with geometric shapes.

ARCHITECTURE TIP 
How to recognize an Art Deco 
building? Please check page 5.

Modernist building built in the 
1970’s. Taylored azulejos brown 
and white. Formerly owned by 
FAGAR, Faro Water company. 
Orginal door still there and 
operational. Have a look at the 
original terrazo floor inside the 
shop.

ARCHITECTURE TIP 
You can explore the way up of 
rua do Alportel and enjoy the 
succession of art deco town 
houses. (Not always in best 
conditions.) Similar architecture 
to some Latinamerican colonial 
constructions.

OVERSIZED
insta #7

Rua Jardim do Cardeal, 11

VAGABOND
insta #8

Rua do Alportel, 57
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Modernist building from early 
1980’s. Cobogós used on each 
floor. To protect from heat, sun, 
light and get some privacy. 
Cobogó is an evolution of 
muxarabi. A material that the 
Moorish used while they were 
settled in the Algarve.

COBOGÓ HISTORY 
Please check the page 6. 

FOOD TIP
You can have diner at Taberna 
Zé Zé for the best Cataplanas 
in town! Open from 7PM to 
midnight, every day.

Modernist building from late 
1970’s. Taylored azulejos dark 
red, green and white. Relief 
azulejos.

ABOUT MODERNIST 
AZULEJOS 
Modernist Architects used 
azulejos as a decorative 
material, but in a different way 
as it was before. 

While traditional portuguese 
aluzeijos were essencially blue, 
expressive and representing 
portuguese daily life, modern 
azulejos are colourful, geomet-
ric and abstract. Tell us what 
you see in this wall?

COBOGÓ
insta #9

Travessa do Alportel, 19

CLOUDS
insta #10

Rua do Alportel, 88
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Modernist townhouse from 
Architect JA Correia. Built in 
early 1960. Original door with 
singular geometric shapes.

Cubist style townhouse. 
Cobogó balcony on 1st floor. 
Geometric shapes in the upper 
level that creates interesting 
shadow effects according to the 
sun position.

The unusual rose colour brings 
a Dollhouse style to this place!

Enjoy the cobogós in the 
corner of the 1st & 2nd floor 
of the building. Modern 
architects used to build those 
cobogó balconies as a second 
protective skin to the building. 
Also improves comfort for 
the flats as an outdoor natural 
extension.

SEXY DOOR
insta #11

Rua General Teofilo da 
Trindade, 17

DOLLHOUSE
insta #12

Rua General Teofilo da 
Trindade, 66
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Parking Door of a Modernist 
building quite abandoned, 
unknown Architect. Large blue 
Roof porch.

TIME FOR A BREAK
Stop at Faro Market, located in 
front of this Garage. Grab some 
fruits, a café or eat lunch at our 
favorite bistro, O Palhaço.

Modernist Building from 
Architect Manuel Gomes da 
Costa. Late 1960’s. Taylored 
azulejos made of green, red and 
white. Ordered by the architect 
for this specific building.

HISTORY OF THE AREA
The whole block has been built 
by Gomes da Costa as social 
houses for Faro city employees.
Being part of the city expansion 
plan of early 1950’s.

GARAGE
insta #13

Largo Dr. Francisco Sá 
Carneiro, 12

PEPE
insta #14

Rua José Joaquim de Moura, 2A
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Modernist social townhouse 
from Architect Manuel Gomes 
da Costa. Built late 1960’s. With 
large porch roof to protect 
from the sun. Because it never 
rains in Faro 

HISTORY OF THE AREA
Those social houses imagined 
after the war were very 
inovative for that time. Since 
all had their own street door, 
their inside courtyard and even 
a garage. 

Another typical modernist 
town house. Also Social Houses 
Originally built for middle class 
workers. 

PHOTO TIP
Glassblocks are rare in Faro, 
in this specific townhouse, 
the combination with the 2 
glassdoors is brilliant! 

TWIN DOORS
insta #14

Rua José Joaquim de Moura, 28

GLASSBLOCKS
insta #15

Rua Emiliano da Costa, 44
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Modernist building from 
mid 1970’s. On ground floor, 
abandoned shops. Façade made 
of brown and white azulejos. 
Metalic orange doors. Have a 
look also at the building façade 
azulejos that look so vintage.

LOCAL FOOD TIP
Have a break the local snack 
bar next door. Called Snack-bar 
Bela. 100% local guaranteed!

Dark red modernist door. 
Oversized arrow shape handle. 
Built 1961. Reminds us those 
great Palm Springs doors! 
Check out all this street, you 
will find for sure other amazing 
spots for a picture.

TWIN PICS
insta #16

Rua José Joaquim de Moura, 40

PALM SPRINGS
insta #17

Rua José Joaquim de Moura, 64
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Built in 1955 by Manuel 
Gomes da Costa for his best 
client, Mr Gago. A wealthy 
emigrant who made fortune 
in Venezuela and wanted the 
best of Latinamerican modern 
architecture for his house. 
Amazing pink Cobogós and 
white Canopee on roof top.

ABOUT THE ARCHITECT
Gomes da Costa, had never 
left Portugal and never 
saw Latinamerican modern 
architecture. He has been 
educated by Mr Gago in order 
to build his house. He learned 
fastly and later became the 
pionneer portuguese modernist 
architecture.

Art Deco Modernist tiny 
construction. Was formerly 
a Police & trafic check point. 
Is now a protected historic 
architectural heritage—
Pátrimonio do Estado. 

ABOUT THE CHECK POINTS
Was a few years ago used as 
a café. Unsued now. There is 
another similar one located at 
the entrance of the City also 
used in the past as a traffic 
check point. (Praça Largo de 
Camões).

VILA GAGO
insta #18

Rua General Humberto 
Delgado, 17

POLICE CHECK 
POINT
insta #19

Largo de Manuel Teixeira 
Gomes
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Gorgeous Art Deco building 
from early 1930’s. Perfectly 
renovated in its original spirit. 
Original doors, structure and 
interior shutters.

The Arquitect in charge 
of the renovation chose an 
interesting combination of 
yellow, red and gray colours to 
enhance the geometric original 
design of the house. Reminds 
somehow famous American 
Arquitect Franck Lloyd style.

Modernist Building. Such an 
artistic entrance! Unsusual 
combination of blue azulejos, 
psychedelic yellow/brown/blue 
composition. 

On the top of that, there is 
a white concrete porch roof 
that plays with sun to create a 
geometric shadow.

STAR DECO
insta #20

Rua Eça de Queiroz, 4-7

PSYCHEDELIC
insta #21

Rua Dr. Coelho de Carvalho, 10
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Modernist Building. Built late 
1970’s. 

Taylored azulejos made of 
brown, black and white. Cute 
Golden door that creates a 
smart combination with the 
azulejos.

Fun black and yellow striped 
elevator door! This is actually 
the entrance of the building 
underground parking. Watch 
out before your shooting!

CHESS
insta #22

Rua João de Deus, 22

BEE DOOR
insta #23

Rua Dr. Justino Cumano, 21
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Modernist Building. Built early 
1970’s. Unusual combination 
of beige, blue and white. Grey 
marble on ground floor.

The ground floor of the 
building is actually ocupied by 
a tech company called Turbine 
Kreuzberg who ordered that 
street art to make this building 
cool!

A simple blue light wall. Perfect 
combination with Faro blue sky.

At this address there are 
actually 3 spots, the azur blue 
wall, the light blue wall or the 
shiny yellow one. Which works 
better for you?

EYES
insta #24

Rua Mouzinho de Albuquerque, 
4A

JUST BLUE
insta #25

Rua Joao de Deus, 29
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Modernist Building. Built late 
1970’s. Taylored relief azulejos.
Green, brown orange and 
white. Vintage blue & gold door.

Elegant combination of the 
azulejos, random rectangular 
blue windows and light blue 
door. Surounded by grey 
marble.

Modernist building from 
portuguese architect Manuel 
Gomes da Costa. Built in 1974.
Taylored relief azulejos. Green, 
brown green and white.

Interesting tailored azulejos 
with vertical rectangles, looks 
somehow as a rain shower.

DRAMA DOOR
insta #24

Rua Joao de Deus, 27, 29

HARD RAIN
insta #25

Rua Joao de Deus, 2
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Modernist Building. Built late 
1970’s. 

Smart combination of grey 
marble, white marble stripe 
and light blue relief azulejos. 
Would be a nice spot for a soda 
advertising picture don’t you 
think?

Modernist building, ordered by 
a wealthy Algarvian emigrant, 
coming back from Rio de 
Janeiro who wanted a building 
to remind his Brasil…

Rio de Janeiro & 
Copacabana are in several 
details of the building, from the 
tiles on the floor (copacabana 
style) to piloti structure or the 
façade colours (yellow sun and 
sandy parapet of the façade as 
a beach souvenir).

Interesting Pagode style roof 
porch.

BLUE MARBLE
insta #26

Rua Almeida Garett, 18 A

RIO
insta #27

Rua Santo António, 133



40THE MODERNIST ARCHITECTURE WALKING TOUR 

Modernist Building. Built 1972. 
Singular blue azulejos. Relief 
azulejos with 2 different 
textures.

The azulejos in the upper 
levels are also interesting

Built in 1965. Manuel Gomes da 
Costa Architect.

ARCHITECTURE TIP
7 floors residencial building. 
Enter the building till the hair 
salon level (floor 1) for a hair 
cut and enjoy the constructions 
details! (stairs, lights, 
ironworks…). According to the 
architect the pillar solution on 
ground floor, gave the structure 
a “plastic expression that 
enhances its grandiosity”.

X TRA
insta #28

Rua Dom Joao de Castro, 2A

SOL
insta #29

Rua de Portugal, 2
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This is actually the wall of a 
Hostel called Du Bocage. They 
just painted the wall in blue and 
white. Minimal and awsome.

ART DECO
You are in the art deco area 
now! Constructions are mostly 
from 1900/1950. Succession of 
stylish 1 level townhouses. Enjoy 
for example Rua Dona Teresa 
Ramalho Ortigão, Rua Dr. 
Francisco Lázaro Cortes. 

Art Deco Villa. Built late 1930’s. ART DECO
Enjoy Rua Dr. Pereira de Sousa, 
made of stylish Art Deco 
townhouse in good conditions, 
renovated with different 
colours, creating a good 
harmony.

BOCAGE
insta #30

Rua Caçadores Quatro, 36

TURQUOISE
insta #31

Rua Dr. Pereira de Sousa, 22
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Modernist building. Original 
azulejo wall divided into a blue 
strip and a composition of white 
and dark red square shapes.

The light blue vintage door 
with gold touches is interesting 
too.

Abandoned building with 
old rose façade and azulejo 
horizontal stripe. 

This is the end of this 
Walking Tour. If you want to see 
more, please follow your tour 
in Vila a Dentro. Oldest area of 
Faro located right after the old 
arch…

COPY PASTE
insta #32

Rua Doctor Francisco Lazaro 
Cortes, 22

ABANDONED ROSE
insta #33

Rua Dona Teresa Ramalho 
Ortigao, 4
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COPYRIGHT PROTECTION: 
This document is protected by 
Portuguese and international 
copyright laws. All rights are reserved. 
Reproduction and distribution of the 
document without written permission  
of the editor is prohibited.

Pictures rights. All rights reserved. 
©2020 Cristovão de Oliveira

Thank you for doing this walking tour!
We hope you have enjoyed visiting some 
hidden sides of Faro simply as a local.

Please always tag us #faro_modernist






